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because it is better for us that they should be out of the World than
in it"38

The central theme of penology is to uphold law and to present
the evil-doer, as an example and a warning to such others, who are
susceptible to commit crimes. Locke says that the criminal
punishment makes crime "a bad bargain" for those who like to
commit it. Punishment, therefore, should be so drastic as would
strike terror into the hearts of those who may be criminally disposed.
In other words, it deters others from committing such offences. Sir
James Stephen says, that criminal law is itself a system of compulsion
on the widest scale. "It is a collection of threats of injury to life,
liberty and property if people do commit a crime".39 In short the
deterrent scheme aims at making the evil-doer an example to others
and warning to those who are like-minded. Care must, however,
be taken to see that cruel punishments do not become too frequent
to harden the human minds adjusting themselves, like fluids, to the
level of objects around them. In the 18th century England, while
thieves were publicly hanged as a warning, the spectators were not
infrequently plundered by the 'deterred' pick-pocketeers. Yet
another theory of punishment advocates the treatment of the
criminal, more as a patient than as a law-breaker. Prof. Vinogradoff
observes: "The Judge stands to the criminal in the position of the
doctor, who selects his remedy after diagnosing the disease and the
resources of the patient's organisation."40 Punishment should serve
as a moral education. And to make a boy to learn a lesson which
he dislikes, is not necessarily to punish him, though the lesson may
possibly be more unpleasant to him than many punishments.
Salmond rightly points out that "the present tendency to attribute
exaggerated importance to the reformative element is a reaction
against the former tendency to neglect it altogether and like most
reactions it falls into the falsehood of extremes.41 And Hans Von
Renting aptly suggests that the most energetic reforming "effect
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